
GOVERNOR PROFILES 
 
Name:   Su Crossland 
 
Parent Governor 
 
My name is Su Crossland and I am a parent governor for the federation.  
I worked as an Occupational Therapist for seventeen years within the NHS, private 
and Social Care sectors but, after moving here from Birmingham, I decided on a 
complete change of career and now run my own dance school.  When I am not 
working I can often be found walking on the beach or running on the Cinder track - 
usually on the lookout for a nice place to stop for coffee and cake! I look forward to 
working with you all to ensure the best provision for our children. 
 
Area of responsibility:  Safeguarding 
 

 

 

Name: Pen Cruz 

Community Governor 
 

I was a governor at Lythe School for twelve years, including six years as Chair of 
Governors. I became a governor of Caedmon School and then of Caedmon College 
in 2014. I was elected Chair of Governors of Caedmon College in October 2016. 
 
I have worked in market research in Wales and applied social research in London for 
a number of years. I have also worked with community enterprises – firstly in 
Ecuador, where I lived for nearly four years, and then in the Central Region of 
Scotland. 

Since moving back to Whitby, I have worked in a voluntary capacity on a number of 
projects, including raising money to create SportMulgrave and to renovate Lythe 
Village Hall and setting up and running a community shop in Lythe since 2014. I 
have four adult children and enjoy walking, swimming and reading. 

I am committed to building a strong and sustainable secondary education system for 
all young people in the Whitby area and to giving students the best possible 
educational experience. I have huge respect for the work that everyone does in the 
schools and believe we can work together for the good of all young people in the 
Whitby area. 

 

Area of Responsibility: Chair of Governors; Health and Wellbeing 

 

Name: Andy Fyfe 
 
Headteacher/Governor 
 
Originally from Liverpool, I have worked in education for 20 years having trained 
originally in London. Eskdale school was my first headship appointment, and over 



the last 3 years my love and passion for the school has grown. I’m determined to 
develop the fantastic learning experiences that our students already receive.   
 
Prior to working at Eskdale I worked in the North East of England as a deputy head. 
My interests out of school revolve around sports such as football and golf. I enjoy 
spending my spare time with my family and friends.  
 
Area of responsibility: Headteacher of Eskdale School 
 

 

Name: Andy Mitchell 

Staff Governor (co-opted) 

I started my teaching career fifteen years ago in East Yorkshire, after working as a 
postman for four years after graduating. It was during my time as a postman, when 
you spend a lot of time alone, that I was able to reflect on what I actually wanted to 
do with my life! I settled on teacher training and I have never looked back. After three 
years at my first school, I came to Whitby as 'Head of Chemistry' and have since 
become 'Director of Learning for Science'.  
 
This year I am also providing some leadership help to the DT department. My 
philosophy as a teacher is centred around building and maintaining relationships with 
pupils, you can have all the knowledge in the world but if you can't persuade the 
pupil they want to learn from you, you might as well go home! 
 
At home I love spending time with my wife and son, we play golf together and get 
away in the campervan whenever possible. We are active members of the local 
rugby club, with my son playing age group rugby. I am also passionate about all 
aspects of beer! Creating recipes, brewing and of course, sampling! 
 

 

Name: Jane Mortimer 
 
Local Authority Governor 
 
I am married with two children and have two grandchildren. I have had links with the 
area for over sixty years. My husband and I have had a property in Fylingthorpe for 
forty five years, finally moving back permanently in 1986 after working in the 
Sultanate of Oman and Saudi Arabia. I am a Scarborough Borough Councillor and a 
Fylingdales Parish Councillor. I also helped in my husbands’ project management 
business.  
 
My interest in education saw me becoming a Governor at Fylingdales CE Primary 
and I was Chairman during our federation with Hawsker-cum-Stainsacre, now called 
the Heritage Coast Federation. One of my interests was the transition between 
schools and I became a Governor at Eskdale, now part of the Whitby Secondary 
Federation.  
 



Transition, including that after 16, remained hugely important to me - whether to the 
6th form or on to FE - and particularly pathways for pupils/students in Whitby and 
Scarborough in terms of their access to further education. I became a Board Member 
of Yorkshire Coast College until the merger with Grimsby Institute of Further 
Education. I have recently left the Heritage Coast Federation after being a Governor 
for thirty years. My interests are walking the dog and gardening. 
 
Area of responsibility: SEND 

 

Name: Jon Norden 

 
Headteacher/Governor 

I have been in leadership positions in the secondary school sector for the past 
sixteen years, most recently as Interim Principal of Caedmon College, and before 
that Principal of a large secondary school in Leeds for seven years. I have been in 
the teaching profession for nearly thirty years, initially as a History and Politics 
teacher in a Wakefield school, and have had senior leadership experience in all five 
schools that I have worked in.  
 
I grew up in the south-east before attending university in the Midlands and then 
heading to Yorkshire for teacher training, where I have remained ever since. I have 
three children, the youngest of whom has just completed his A levels, and I enjoy 
getting out on my bike whenever possible. 
 
Area of responsibility: Interim Principal of Caedmon College 

 

 

Name: Dave Rae  
 
Staff Governor  
 
I started my career as a 3D designer and model maker in London over twenty years 
ago. During this time, I worked in the film industry making prop weaponry for block 
buster films such as Gladiator, Sleepy Hollow and Anna and the King. I soon moved 
into other areas of the design industry, designing and making architectural models 
for the likes of Sir Norman Foster and toys such as Action Man for Hasbro. Eighteen 
years ago, I made the biggest decision of my life and decided to change career and 
move into teaching Design & Technology in secondary schools. This was the best 
decision I have made, realising I have found my vocation. 

I am a very driven, hardworking and inspiring teacher and leader whose commitment 
to teaching young people and enabling them to grow in all aspects of their lives 
keeps getting stronger. I am a firm believer that even though grades and 
qualifications are very important, developing the person as a whole and equipping 
them with the correct skills for them to achieve in their life is the most important, 
while understanding that each and every student is unique and that they need 
individualised support and targets to grow and succeed. I believe that 



personalisation and treating the individual and not stereotyping or grouping a student 
based on background or ability is the key for them succeeding.  

Over the last eighteen years I have worked in a number of very challenging schools 
along the northeast coast from South Shields to Scarborough and spent a large part 
of my career in the Teesside area. I have held a number of roles in middle and 
senior leadership as well as being a Staff Governor and Union Rep for a number of 
years. I am very excited to be part of the Whitby Secondary Partnership and look 
forward to all we can do together. 

 

Name: Mark Taylor 

Community Governor 
 
I am a retired headteacher and for over thirty years I have taught in a wide variety of 
schools in Whitby, Scarborough, Stockton-on-Tees and Redcar & Cleveland.  

I have lived in Whitby for thirty years and have always been committed to ensuring 
that the young people of our area have the best educational opportunities made 
available to them; something which my own children benefited from when they were 
students at both schools in the town. 

Schools and children’s learning have always played an important part in my life and 
being a governor seemed to be a good way to use my experience and time. As a 
headteacher I worked well with my governing body, valuing their expertise and the 
contribution they made to my schools. 

Area of Responsibility:  Health & Safety 

 

 

Name: Christina Zanelli 

Parent Governor 
 

I have been  headteacher of West Cliff Primary School in Whitby since 2011, a 
school that had previously been in serious weakness. West Cliff is now judged by 
Ofsted to be good with outstanding leadership.  I am also the CEO of Yorkshire 
Endeavour Academy Trust and have held this role since November 2019.   
 
I believe passionately that all children deserve the very best education we can give 
them, and that we only have one chance to do that. I have a daughter in Year 11 at 
Caedmon College, but I am dedicated to giving ALL children in Whitby the best 
possible education. 
 
Area of responsibility:  SEND 

 

 
 
 


