
School closure newsletter #1 

Tuesday 24 March 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome to the first of our regular ‘school closure newsletters’. We hope that you find them 

informative.  Please also follow us on social media and through our website. As ever, we welcome your 

feedback; email us at post@ccwhitby.org if you have any questions you’d like answered.  

School closure and social distancing 

Thank you for your understanding about the need for Caedmon College and Whitby Sixth Form to be 

closed to the vast majority of students, for the foreseeable future, as instructed by the government. 

We remain open to provide care for the children of key workers and those students who are deemed 

to be vulnerable. Even for children in these categories, if it is at all possible for them to be at home, 

then they should be. Can I once again reiterate, in the strongest possible terms, the advice given to us 

all last week by the government, that: 

● parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social 
distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying 
conditions. 

● Parents should also do everything they can to ensure that their children are not mixing socially 
in a way which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing 
principles as adults. 

 

Since I started writing this newsletter, the Prime Minister has announced the introduction of further, 

more stringent measures.  As you read this newsletter, do you know where your sons and daughters 

are, and can you be sure that their behaviour is adhering to the social distancing measures we’re all 

being asked to adopt?  

Home learning 

I know that the majority of students have already accessed some of the online learning that we have 

posted on our website. They are all used to working with Google Classroom and Google Drive – two 

tools that complement Gmail in the Google software suite. One of the drawbacks of this approach is, 

of course, not having immediate access to a trained teacher in the classroom to answer any questions 

and ‘iron-out’ any misunderstandings.  Please bear with us for a few days whilst we all – teachers as 

well as students - settle into this new way of working. We’ll look to set up systems by which students 

can receive feedback, and further guidance about particular pieces of work, in a timely and predictable 

way.  

We have organised our Home Learning provision by year groups.  This is easily accessible on our 

website at https://www.ccwhitby.org/welcome/home-learning/. 

We have begun to think about how we might best support students in Years 11 and 13. Most of these 

students are planning to continue their studies in a different setting next year, either in the sixth form 

or at university.  We looking at creative ways in which we can help them to sustain some learning that 

will be useful to them, once their new courses start in the autumn. Further information and updates 

about this will follow in the coming days.  
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GCSE and A-level grades and qualifications 

The last week has been a very worrying and unsettling time for our GCSE and A-level students and their 

parents – I speak from personal experience as my youngest children is in Year 13 doing A-levels this 

year too. On Friday, the government published some initial advice about the processes through which 

they envisage qualifications and grades being awarded this year. You can read more details at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-

2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020 

There are still many details to be worked through and, as soon as we have full details, we will share 

these with you. 

Pastoral care 

Aside from maintaining the academic side to education, we are conscious that we also need to look to 

provide some pastoral care for our students over the coming weeks. We’re developing a system of 

‘form group’ based Google Classrooms through with your children’s form tutor and Director of Learning 

will be able to post regular information to each form group. My best advice would be for all students 

to access their school email account each day to pick up any relevant messages from staff at school. 

We know that students will be missing the social interaction and enrichment activities that are such an 

important part of life at Caedmon College and at Whitby Sixth Form.  There are all sorts of creative 

ideas that we have to inject some fun and camaraderie into the coming weeks.  More details to follow 

in coming days.  

We are still in the process of contacting families entitled to free school meals to detail what 

arrangements are being put in place to continue this provision during this period of school closure. 

Although the details are yet to be finalised, we envisage using our ParentPay system. If your child(ren) 

are entitled to free school meals, and you have yet to sign up for an account, please contact us at school 

as a matter of urgency.  If you also have children in one of the local primary schools, please note that 

these arrangements will only apply for your secondary school-aged child(ren). For the time being, 

primary school, free school meal provision is separate from the high schools. 

Finally, thank you once again for all of your messages of support and appreciation. These are very 

challenging times for us all, but there is a real determination amongst the staff at Caedmon College 

and Whitby Sixth Form to continue to offer our students and their families on-going support during the 

coming weeks.  I will write to you again later in the week with further updates. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Simon Riley 

Principal 
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