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27 May 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
We are writing to update you on the upcoming changes to the leadership structure of Whitby 
Secondary Partnership. 
 
As you are most likely already aware of, we appointed Mr Jamie Henshaw as our Executive Head 
before Easter and are delighted to say that he will be starting with us immediately after half term.  
Mr Henshaw is leaving his post as Executive Principal at Newcastle Academy, Staffordshire, where 
he has led on school improvement for both pupils and staff, ensuring the school achieved a Good 
rating at the most recent Ofsted inspection. He will be getting to know the schools over the rest of 
the summer term ready to work with the new Heads of School from September. 
 
Just after Easter we interviewed for 2 Head of School positions and are pleased to announce that 
we were successful in recruiting to both. The new Head of School for Caedmon College Whitby will 
be Ms Susan Boyd, and for Eskdale School will be Mr Phil Nicholson. 
 
Ms Boyd has been leading the Whitby Sixth Form, developing a vision and ethos to make this an 
exciting post-16 opportunity for local students and staff. Currently Ms Boyd is acting as School 
Principal at CCW so will be ready to go in September in her new role as Head of School. 
 
Mr Nicholson is currently Vice Principal at Kings Priory School, Tynemouth, as Head of Senior School 
and Sixth Form. Mr Nicholson is not only an experienced leader but also has done a great amount 
of work on curriculum design and improvement within his current post so will be a great asset to 
Eskdale and the federation as a whole. 
 
We are very excited about the appointments that we have secured for the federation and are looking 
forward to seeing how Ms Boyd and Mr Nicholson will develop their schools individually and, with 
their combined Sixth Form experience, we believe they will work together to develop the Whitby 
Sixth Form to be a fantastic opportunity for the area. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to extend our thanks to the staff that have helped us 
oversee the changes in the federation. Firstly, to Mr Norden and Ms Boyd at CCW for their interim 
roles; Mr Norden was Acting Principal for CCW for almost a year and has continued to support Ms 
Boyd 1 day a week over the last half term and we wish him well in his new post. Also to Mr Dixon 
and Mrs Pickerill at Eskdale for their interim roles; Mr Dixon, who has been Acting Head since 
Christmas will be stepping back to his Deputy Head role after half term and Mrs Pickerill will continue 
2 days a week to support Eskdale with strategic leadership of the school during the second half of 
the term. Thank you all wholeheartedly for your support to each school and the federation during 
this time. 
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We are aware that there has been a lot of change over the last school year but hope you can now 
see the leadership vision that we have been striving for. We hope you join us in making Mr Henshaw 
welcome to the federation after half term and I’m sure he will enjoy getting to know all the staff 
and students across the three sites. 
 
Enjoy your half term break and we look forward to the exciting opportunities that await upon our 
return. 
 

 
Su Crossland  
 

 
 
Christina Zanelli 
Co-Chairs of Governors 
Whitby Secondary Partnership 

 


