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Principal: Jon Norden, BA, MA, NPQH 

5th January 2022 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Important Covid-related information 

I’ll begin by wishing you a happy new year. Unfortunately, as we return to school this term we are 

anticipating some significant disruption to normal arrangements due to the high rates of Covid that exist at 

the moment. 

Please can I ask that you get your child to do a lateral flow test at home either this evening or tomorrow 

morning, and if there is a positive result, that you inform us and keep your child off school. If we can reduce 

the number of students in school with Covid, we will have a better chance of reducing the spread. In line 

with government guidance, we will also be getting students to do a lateral flow test tomorrow morning in 

school, and will contact you if there is a positive test result. We will use the lateral flow test consent 

information that we already have in school from you. 

Even if someone has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 days, they are strongly encouraged to 

take part in LFD testing through school or at home once they have completed their isolation period for their 

prior infection. 

As you are probably aware, the guidance has changed for the number of days that a person who has tested 

positive has to self-isolate. Students who have a negative lateral flow test on day 6 and 7 can return to 

school on day 7, if not, they come back after 10 days.  

Guidance has also changed around the wearing of masks – students are now required to wear masks in 

classrooms as well as in communal spaces and corridors. Please ensure that your child comes to school each 

day with a mask. 

We already know that we have a number of staff who have tested positive for Covid and are therefore going 

to be absent for the next few days. We will do all we can to keep the school open for students, with lessons 

taking place, but if staff absence gets too high, we may have to ask certain year groups to learn remotely at 

home. This will be a last resort, but if we do not have enough staff to lead lessons and supervise break and 

lunch time, we will have no choice. 

Another impact of staff absence is that we are not able to let staff out of school to take students to sports 

fixtures, etc, where this means that we have to cover lessons. I suspect that many fixtures will be cancelled 

in any case because of students having Covid, and the risk of infection when mixing students from more 

than one school. We will also be keeping the number of visitors coming on site to a minimum, so most 

meetings will need to take place by phone or video link. 

Once again, I want to thank you for your support in these difficult times; no one wants to be in this position 

at the start of a new school term, but we will continue to work with you to deliver education for all of our 

students. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Jon Norden 

Principal 


